
 7:45-8:30 am DSPS Administrative Update 

 8:30-9:30 am R-2 Multi-Family Dwelling Construction 

 9:30-9:45 am BREAK 

 9:45-10:30 am R-2 Multi-Family Dwelling Fire 
Sprinklers  

 10:30-11:30 pm Q&A Code Panel 

 11:30-12:30 pm Lunch 

 12:30-02:00 pm HVAC System penetration protection 

 2:00-2:15 pm BREAK 

 2:15-2:45 pm Fire Prevention/Maintenance vs. 
Commercial Construction Inspections 

 2:45-3:45 HVAC: The Good, the Bad, the Ugly.  



Presenter: Steve Dobratz, P.E. 

Section Chief 

Ph: 920-492-5611 

Email: steve.dobratz@wisconsin.gov  

 

mailto:steve.dobratz@wisconsin.gov


 Bureau of Technical Services –  
 Plan & Product Review 

 Commercial Building, UDC, Plumbing, Pools, Fire Protection Technical 
Consultation 

 Includes Building, UDC, Plumbing, Pools, Fire Alarm & Fire Suppression 
- where a plan review is involved.  

 Bureau of Field Services –  
 Field inspection, enforcement, audits, etc. 

 Administrative Services Section –  
 Plan Entry & Scheduling.  

 Field Support & Complaint Processing. 

 Fire Prevention, Public Sector Safety and Mine Safety Section - 
 Administer 2% Fire dues program including use of the National Fire 

Incident Reporting System and dues distribution to qualifying Fire 
Departments 

 Technical consultation with Fire Departments related to Fire 
Prevention and Inspection 

 Inspection of amusement rides, ski tows, and public sector employers 

 Mine safety training, consultation, and inspections    





Technical Services Section Chiefs 

• Scott Mau – UDC & Manufactured Homes, Electrical, and Fire 

Protection  608-261-0342 

 

• Tom Braun – Plumbing  608-266-8981 

 

• Steve Dobratz – Commercial Buildings  920-492-5611 





Field Services Section Chiefs 

• Robin Zentner – Commercial Buildings 608-266-3723 

 

• Brad Johnson – POWTS 920-492-5605 

 

• Kim Schmitt – Elevators, Boilers, Pressure Vessels, 

Mechanical Refrigeration, Gas Systems, Anhydrous Ammonia, 

Structural Steel Welding 262-521-5065 

 





 Christine Severson - Plan Entry and 

Inspection Support 608-267-2497 

 Jeanie Dixon – Electronic Plan Review 715-

634-4870 



SAFETY and FIRE PREVENTION 









Select “DSPS Advisory Councils”  



 Advisory committee needs to be assembled. 

 Members may need to be from specific group, ie. 

Inspectors, Contractors, A/E or material suppliers.   

Goal of a balanced committee of stakeholders. 

 Committee review of new standard(s) 

 Typically monthly meetings to review sections and 

chapters of the standards.  Several codes reference 

multiple standards.  IBC has numerous secondary 

references that need review. 

 Statutory rulemaking process 12-18 months. 

 Publication and implementation date maybe 

delayed for seasonal reasons. 





 SPS 305 – Credentialing, updated for statute changes 

 SPS 314 - Fire Prevention, adoption of 2012 NFPA 1 

 SPS 318 – Elevators, adoption of 2011 ASME A18.1 and 2013 ASME 
A17.1 

 SPS 320-325 – UDC comprehensive update, wall bracing 
requirements, deck construction 

 SPS 321 – Manufactured Home Installation, ground anchors 

 SPS 326 – Manufactured Housing, complete update 

 SPS 332 – Public Employee Safety, update to 2010 OSHA standards 

 SPS 333 – Passenger Ropeways – updated to 2011 ANSI B77.1 

 SPS 341 – Boilers, updated to 2010 ASME 

 SPS 384 – Plumbing, Emergency Rule on water treatment devices 

 



 SPS 305 – Credentialing, certification to 

inspect fire detection, prevention and 

suppression devices (Emergency Rule in 

effect) 

 SPS 316 – Electrical, adoption of 2017 NEC 

 SPS 330 – Fire Department Health and Safety 

 SPS 360-366 - Commercial Building Code, 

 Update to 2015 ICC Suite(IBC,IMC, IEBC, 

IEEC,IFGC) 

 SPS 381-387 – POWTS and WI Fund review and 

update 

 

 

 



 SPS 307 – Explosives and fireworks and SPS 308 - 
Mines, pits and quarries – review and update 

 SPS 320 – UDC, electronic notification of 
inspection results 

 SPS 321 – UDC, natural light in rooms over 
garages 

 SPS 322 – UDC, crawl space ventilation 

 SPS 327 – Camping units, new code chapter and 
rules 

 SPS 360 – Erosion Control, review and update 

 SPS 381-387 and 390 – Plumbing, review and 
update 

 SPS 390, Public swimming pools, review and 
update   



 Additional rulemaking that DSPS is 

responsible for includes: 

 A/E, Chiropractic, Cosmetology, Dentistry, 

Medical Examining, Nursing, Optometry, 

Pharmacy, Psychology, Real Estate and  other 

Boards and Councils.  







Establishes a Uniform Commercial Building Code (UCBC) for the State of 
Wisconsin, as well as a Building Code Council for the purpose of reviewing 
the code and making recommendations to the Wisconsin Department of 
Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) to keep the UCBC current. The 
previous Commercial Building Code acted as a minimum standard and 
allowed for municipalities to enact ordinances above and beyond those 
detailed in the code. The UCBC replaces the previous Commercial Building 
Code and eliminates municipal variations. However, Act 270 allows for 
municipalities to submit ordinances to the DSPS within 60 days of 
publication of the law for review and exemption if the ordinance meets all 
of the following requirements:  
 

 1. The ordinance was enacted before May 1, 2013.  

 2. The ordinance was published by the town, village, or city in the manner required under Statute 
60.80, 61.50, or 62.11(4).  

 3. The ordinance relates to fire detection, prevention, or suppression components of buildings.  

 4. The building is not a multifamily dwelling, as defined in Statute 101.971(2).  

 5. The ordinance is submitted to the department within 60 days after the effective date of this 
subdivision, Friday, April 18, 2014.  

 6. The department determines that the ordinance requires standards that are at least as strict as 
the rules promulgated by the department. 
 
 
 

 
 



 Submitted ordinances were reviewed for compliance 
with statutory provisions and limitations and 
determined to either be grandfathered, 
unenforceable, or outside the scope. 

 Notification was sent to each municipality that 
submitted an ordinance indicating the status of the 
ordinance(s). 

 DSPS website has been updated with a list of 
ordinances determined to be enforceable. 

 Requires fire detection, prevention and suppression 
devices to be inspected by a certified fire inspector.  
An emergency rule to implement this requirement 
has been passed. 

 Allows 2nd class cities certified by the department to 
do plan review, to also review petitions for variance. 



Established new licensure standards for electricians which went into 
effect on April 1, 2014.  These standards require all individuals (see 
Act 143 for exemptions) engaged in the business of installing, 
repairing, and maintaining electrical wiring be licensed by the 
Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services 
(DSPS).  The new licensure law does not apply to any person with 15 
years of experience who was born on or before January 1, 1956.   
 
About a year ago the ‘grandfathering’ provision was amended and 
individuals meeting the criteria must now submit an application and 
fee to obtain a certification.  Additional exemptions to the licensing 
requirement were added for well pump installers and for POWTS 
system installers.   
 
WI State Statute 101.862 – License or registration required. 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/stat
utes/101/IV/862/ 
 

























 Green Bay 
 Jason Hansen – 920 492-6500 

 David Lintz – 920 492-7728 

 Larry Wiest – 920492-5609 

 Hayward 
 Tom Westlund – 715 634-8964  

 Holmen 
 Jack Miller – 608 785-9348 

 John Pearse – 608 789-7852 

 Madison 
 Randy Dahmen – 608 266-3162 

 Joe Monfre – 608 266-0495 

 Moktar Taamallah – 608 266-8737 

 Dave Wallace – 608 261-6540 

 Shunlai Zhu – 608 266-2231 

 Waukesha 
 Mark Piquette – 262 574-2121 



Green Bay 

 Bob Jeske – 920 492-5606 

Madison 

 Tom Frechette – 608 261-0354 

Waukesha 

 Dave Garces – 262 521-5008 

 Richard St Louis – 262 521-5569 



 Survey was sent to delegated agents and we are 

analyzing results. 

 We have begun some limited audits in several program 

areas including Commercial Buildings. 

 Changes made to the application form. 

 Looking at appeals process, procedures, and reviewing 

standards for agents. 

 Program contact information now provided on our 

website.   

 How the department interacts with our agents is a vital 

role of division & bureau. 







 Team has identified forms across several program areas & given 

them priority ranking for moving Division forms to electronic 

format, 

 Working with DOA/DET in moving these to electronic format to 

minimize paper handling. 

 Progress has been slowed due to focus on other priority projects 

such as replacing Regulated Objects plan review and inspection 

database. 



 Meetings temporarily on hold 

 Meetings were productive in looking across all program areas 

and identifying common and differing processes in each 

program. 

 The Division is examining options to replace our plan review and 

inspection database.  This will provide an opportunity to 

implement some process improvements and incorporate 

electronic tools in the inspection process. 

 Outfitted inspection staff with dept. logo uniforms - ‘branding’    



 Need was identified to determine if we can make it easier for 

customers to pay for services 

 We did allow for some level of electronic payments, but needed 

to re-assess if this could be expanded. 

 The Department is now accepting credit card payment at all of 

our full service offices, has eliminated the $1000 limit, and is 

now charging the statutorily required service fee. 



 Trying to eliminate redundant and unnecessary 

verbiage from our plan review correspondence. 

 Draw attention to important information and 

conditions. 

 Provide suggestions and contact information to 

assist customers and improve efficiency through 

the construction and inspection process.  

 If you have suggestions for improving the plan 

review conditional approval letter please 

contact either … 

 Steve Dobratz, (920)492-5611 OR 

 Robin Zentner, (608)266-3723    



 Farewells: 

 Doug Erler – Holmen, Commercial Building plan reviewer 

 Roger Strege – State Building Inspector (Northeast region) 

 Duane Hubeler – Madison, UDC Consultant 

 Tom Garvey – Electrical Consultant 

 Dean Yourchuck – Boiler Inspector 

 Jim Pacala – Elevator Inspector  

 Scott Amacher – Public Sector Safety Inspector 

 Terry Clark – Public Sector Safety Inspector 

 Paul Parsons – Public Sector Safety Inspector 

 Brian Ferris – Section Chief 

 Sharon Blattner-Held – Section Chief 

 Brock McHenry – Section Chief 

 Paula Veltum – Bureau Director 

 Jeff Weigand, Division Administrator  



 Welcome aboard: 
 Joe Monfre – Madison, Commercial Building plan reviewer 
 Dave Lintz – Green Bay, Commercial Building plan reviewer 
 Larry Wiest – Green Bay, Commercial Building plan reviewer 
 Tom Westlund – Hayward, Commercial Building plan reviewer 
 Lucas Dederich – State Building Inspector (Northcentral region) 
 Bret Radke – State Building Inspector (Southwest region) 
 Mike Dubois – Green Bay, Plumbing plan reviewer 
 Robert Franke – Waukesha, Plumbing plan reviewer 
 Richard Rochelt – Holmen, Plumbing plan reviewer 
 Steve Rasmusson – Electrical Inspector (Northwest region) 
 Dustin Heacox – Public Sector Safety Inspector 
 Kim Schmitt – Section Chief – Elevators, Boilers & Pressure Vessels, 

Mechanical Refrigeration and Anhydrous Ammonia, Structural Steel 
Welding  

 Amy Millard – Bureau Director, Technical Services 
 Scott Mau – Section Chief, UDC and Manufactured Homes, Fire 

Protection, Electrical 
 Kirsten Reader – Division Administrator, Division of Industry 

Services 

 



 LTEs Don Diedrick, Tony Grzybowski, Dale Mitchell, and 
John VanBuecken continue to help out with commercial 
building plan review. 

 Continue to train Building and plumbing reviewers  in 
electronic plan review. 

 Studying the electronic plan submittal process to 
improve efficiency (purchased new monitors, evaluating 
available software, considering standardization of 
submittal format, etc.)  

 18 % of plans are submitted electronically, 

 Hope to add swimming pool, gas systems, and elevator 
programs to electronic plan review. 





























 Kitchen Hood requirements apply to residential 
appliances - IMC s. 507.2.3 requires domestic 
cooking appliances utilized for commercial 
purposes shall be provided with Type I or Type II 
hoods as required for the type of appliances and 
processes in accordance with Sections 507.2, 
507.2.1 and 507.2.2. 

 Ceiling Radiation Dampers and alternatives 

 Statutory Farming exemption from the 
Commercial Building Code – what constitutes 
farming? 

 CBRF and Hospice sole authority for plan review 
transferred to DHS  



 Commercial building codes dating back to 
the first code in 1914 are now available on 
the DSPS website  







 The Division has an email box specifically for 

questions or concerns regarding Electronic Plan 

Review. 

 Approximately 18% of all plans submitted are 

done so electronically.   

 

DSPSElectronicPlanSubmittalTech@wisconsin.gov 

 



DSPSSBBuildingTech@wisconsin.gov 

 

DSPSSBElectricTech@wisconsin.gov 

 

DSPSSBFireprotech@wisconsin.gov 

 

DSPSSBPlbgTech@wisconsin.gov 

 



 

 Please feel free to submit feedback regarding this 

presentation at the following link: 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/industryservices

speakingevent 

 

 Thank you! 

 

 


